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creativity is
intelligence
having Fun!

-ALBERT EINSTEIN

SCHEDULE - Preschool through Grade 2

TUESDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - 30 minutes per session. Students will 

rotate in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Robin Mizwa reads her book, The Story of the 

Sugar Fairies

Location: Arts Center

Author Robin Mizwa will read her book, The Story of the 
Sugar Fairies. She’ll play a song with her blue guitar and 
share some facts about sugar. 

SESSION B
Lisa Trebilcock reads her book, N is for Naples

Location: Room 10

Lisa Trebilcock will read her book and share with students 
the evolution of the writing and illustrations (from pencil 
sketch to finished product), highlighting the “collaboration” 
between author and illustrator.

SESSION C
Amyrose LoMele workshop 

Location: Library

Amyrose LoMele will share a mentor text, followed by 
a writing workshop during which students will create a 
“written” work. 

We are so excited to introduce you to a new take on an old Seacrest 

tradition! We are revamping Young Artists and Young Authors Week 

(YAYA)! This year, in addition to writing pieces and artistic works 

displayed in the Lower School hallways, Library, and Arts Center, 

students will engage in book talks, writing workshops, and other 

interactive creative endeavors with written and creative arts mentors. 

These mentors include visiting authors, illustrators and creative minds, 

in addition to our very own Seacrest teachers. 

During YAYA, your child will meet with presenters each afternoon 

from 1:30-3:00 p.m.  As many of the presenters are published authors, 

we are also selling their books, currently displayed in the main office, 

beginning this week and through May 6. Additionally, authors will stay 

in their presentation locations from 3:00-3:30 to do meet and greets and 

personalize books.

We hope you will join us in celebrating our students’ lives as authors and 

artists. Thank you for your continued support!

Sincerely,

Amyrose LoMele and Maggie Ruisi

Fourth Grade Teachers

2016 YAYA Organizers  

MONDAY 
1:30-3 p.m. - 30 minutes per session. Students will rotate 
in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Carol Borden presents Ranger: Tales of a PTSD Service 
Dog by author Laura Casser 
Location: Room 10
Carol Borden, Guardian Angels Medical Service Dog founder and 
executive director, will present Ranger: Tales of a PTSD Service Dog, 
a book designed to help children understand what medical service 
dogs do, and how they differ from their pets. 

SESSION B
Jenny Paxton, Lower School technology teacher and 
Sammi Paxton ‘13 read If You Give a Mouse a Cookie 
Location: Library
Sammi Paxton, a teaching artist at Gulfshore Playhouse, will read If 
You Give a Mouse a Cookie. The students will act out the story and 
participate in activities. Finally, Jenny and Sammi will share cookies 
from the Serious Cookie Company, which they own. 

SESSION C
Angela Burchett and Terry Gardino/Activity
Location: Second grade classroom
Mrs. Gardino and Ms. Burchett will explore the unimaginable 
through a reading of last year’s Caldecott winner, Beekle, by Dan 
Santat. The children will celebrate a special friendship through a 
creative art project.

Dear Lower S
chool families,



Creativity takes 

courage
-HENRI MATISSE

SCHEDULE - Preschool through Grade 2

WEDNESDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - 30 minutes per session. Students will 

rotate in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Pam Fischer reads An Alphabet Book by Mrs. 

Gregory’s Kindergarten Class, and shares her  

next book

Location: Lower School Gym Foyer

Pam Fischer will read both of her books, plus she will share 
her next book, currently in-progress. Our students will learn 
more about the publishing process.

SESSION B
Extra Yarn activity with Maggie Ruisi

Location: Room 10 in the Lower School

Maggie Ruisi will read one of her favorite books,  
Extra Yarn, which is the story of how a young girl and her 
box of magical yarn transform a community. After that, our 
children will get to transform ordinary sticks using their 
own “magical yarn.”

SESSION C
Angela Burchett explores The Magic Tree 

House book series

Location: Arts Center

The Magic Tree House book series by Mary Pope 
Osborne is one of the most wonderfully crafted series 
for young readers through the clever integration of 
history, science, geography and little “life lessons.”  
Ms. Burchett designed a cross-curricular program for 
First Grade using the Magic Tree House series and 
received an honorable mention in the National Magic 
Tree House Teacher of the Year Contest in 2009.  Ms. 
Burchett will introduce workshop participants to 
the first book in the series, Dinosaurs Before Dark, 
though a reading and accompanying art project.

THURSDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - 30 minutes per session. Students 

will rotate in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Mary Baker - Service dog interactive 

presentation

Location: Arts Center

During this session, Mary and her dog, Winston, will 
work with students on learning how to meet new dogs 
while reading the book, May I Pet Your Dog? Mary and 
Winston will also show the students some fun tricks 
and talk about how to train dogs for therapy work.

SESSION B
Creative Seminar with Dr. MaryZoe Bowden

Location: Library

Upper School English teacher Dr. MaryZoe Bowden, 
with the help of her Upper School students, will host a 
interactive and creative seminar for students.

SESSION C
Upper School Art Show

Location: Courtyard

Students will visit the Upper School Art Show. 

FRIDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - 30 minutes per session. Students 

will rotate in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Maria Wassef reads Tutti’s Adventure in 

Cupcake Land with theatrical characters

Location: Arts Center

Tutti’s Adventure in Cupcake Land is a story about how one 
little cupcake can bring joy and laughter to the world. All 
proceeds from the sale of Wassef ’s book benefit Maria’s 
Birthday Wishes for the Homeless.

SESSION B
Featuring Jacqueline Buyze 

Location: Library

Children’s author and local attorney Jacqueline Buyze 
will share her books, A Story of Lawyers, Views from the 
Bench and A Joyful Royal Debut.

SESSION C
Claire Lawrence and Randi Zwicker read Salty 

the Sea Turtle

Location: Room 10

Written by Lawrence and illustrated by Zwicker, Salty 
the Sea Turtle is a lyrical tale that captures what Salty 
discovers as she grows from a tiny baby turtle to an 
adult. They will discuss the process of writing and 
illustrating a book. 

SCHEDULE - Preschool through Grade 2

ART
IS NOT
what you

SEE,
but what
YOU MAKE

OTHERS

SEE
-EDGAR DEGAS



SCHEDULE - Grade 3-5

MONDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - Two sessions/45 minutes each.

Students will rotate in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Carol Borden presents Ranger: A PTSD Service 
Dog by author Laura Casser. 
Location: Arts Center
Carol Borden, Guardian Angels Medical Service Dog 
founder and executive director, will present Ranger: Tales 
of a PTSD Service Dog, a book designed to help children 
understand what medical service dogs do, and how they 
differ from their pets. 

SESSION B
Ann Kidd Taylor workshop

Location: Upper School Common Room

Ann Kidd Taylor is the author of The Shark Club, which will 
debut in 2017. She and her mother, Sue Monk Kidd (The 
Secret Life of Bees), co-authored The New York Times best-
selling memoir, Traveling with Pomegranates. Taylor will lead 
students in a workshop on storyboarding. 

TUESDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - Two sessions/45 minutes each.

Students will rotate in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Kyle Prue ‘15 presents his writing process and 
three-book series
Location: Lower School Gym

Kyle Prue is the 19-year-old, award-winning author of The 
Sparks: Book One of the Feud Trilogy. Kyle is also an actor, 
stand-up comedian and teen advocate. He is on a national 
book tour visiting middle and high schools students to 
inspire teens to read, write and follow their dreams. 

SESSION B
Bev Maranto activity inspired by the  

Dada movement

Location: Upper School Common Room

Bev Maranto will share an activity which is 
twofold: one for art called “The Muse of 
Chance,” the other for poetry called 
“Tzara’s Hat.” Both are inspired 
by the Dada movement, an 
artistic and literary movement 
that called for revolt and protest 
against a pro-war society. 

WEDNESDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - Two sessions/45 minutes each.

Students will rotate in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Sara Hoagland Hunter presents  
The Unbreakable Code
Location: Upper School Common Room

Sara Hoagland Hunter will read The Unbreakable Code 
to students and discuss the writing process and the Code 
Talkers. She’ll end the presentation with a question-and-
answer session and a code game that will allow students to 
use the Navajo Code.

SESSION B
Lisa Trebilcock reads her book, N is for Naples. 

Location: Library

Lisa Trebilcock will read her book and share with students 
the evolution of the writing and illustrations (from pencil 
sketch to finished product), highlighting the “collaboration” 
between author and illustrator.

THURSDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - Two sessions/45 minutes each

SESSION A
Meghan Schimmel presents Mulligans’ Journey
Location: Upper School Common Room

During this session, Seacrest’s fifth grade teacher, Meghan 

Schimmel, will read her family’s story, Mulligans’ Journey. 
After reading the book, students will work individually on 
heritage passports.

SESSION B
Upper School Art Show

Location: Courtyard

Students will visit the Upper School Art Show.

FRIDAY
1:30-3 p.m. - Two sessions/45 minutes each.

Students will rotate in groups through sessions. 

SESSION A
Meg Haston book talk
Location: Upper School Common Room

Meg Haston is the author of the How To Rock series, which 
began with How to Rock Braces and Glasses and then became 
a hit TV show on Nickelodeon. 

SESSION B
Mary Baker - Service dog interactive presentation

Location: Lower School Gym Foyer

Mary and her dog, Winston, will delight students with 
a canine freestyle dance to the song Singing in the Rain. 
Following the performance, Mary will have an open 
discussion with the students about what it means to be a 
therapy dog, as well as how she uses clicker training to teach 
Winston his smooth moves.

THE BOOK 
TO READ 
IS NOT THE 
ONE THAT 
THINKS 

FOR YOU 
BUT THE 
ONE WHICH 

MAKES 

YOU 
THINK.

-HARPER LEE



SCHOOL-WIDE ARTS EVENTS

Join us as we celebrate the arts,  
music and creative writing at these 
all-school events!

MONDAY
8:30 A.M.-10 A.M. - Lower School YAYA Kick-off with Terry 
Dalton’s rock activity

2:45 P.M. - Author Kyle Prue ‘15 presentation for Middle 

School in the Courtyard

6:30 P.M.- Thespian Society Murder Mystery- Appropriate 

for students in Sixth Grade and up.  A pasta dinner will be 

served as you and our guests attempt to solve the mystery 

before the murderer can get away! $10 a person to benefit 

Thespian Society.

TUESDAY
8:30 A.M.-10 A.M. - Fifth Grade Band Rehearsal
    8:30-9 a.m. Preschool through Grade 1
    9:15-10 a.m. Grade 2-4

6:30 P.M. - Vocal Concert in the Lower School Gym

WEDNESDAY
8:30 A.M.-10 A.M. - Drama Class Improv (for Grades 3-5)  
in the Arts Center
    8:30-9 a.m. Fourth Grade
    9:10-9:40 a.m. Third Grade
    9:50-10:20 a.m. Fifth Grade

6:30 P.M. - Instrumental Concert in the Lower School Gym

THURSDAY
8:30 A.M.-10 A.M. - Workshop with Sandra Sahli
Sahli will share her Quig book series. Students have the opportunity 
to write an ending to her exciting story. 
    8:30-9:15 a.m. Second and Third Grades

    9:30-10:15 a.m. Fourth and Fifth Grades

1:30 A.M.-3 P.M. - Upper School Art Show in the Courtyard


